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W
hen Ed and Beth Peers purchased 
an unassuming three-bedroom 
1960s house in Woking they knew 
that very little of the original 
building would remain untouched. 

The couple had been looking for a renovation 
project, and the three-storey townhouse offered 
the perfect opportunity with its dated appearance, 
numerous small rooms and space-wasting hallway. 

“We’d been living in apartments for about 10 
years, and when our daughter Georgia was born we 
began looking for a house with a garden,” says Ed, 
a professional photographer. “I love architecture 
and design, and it was frustrating living in leasehold 
properties where we couldn’t make any real changes. 
Buying this house meant that finally we could be 
creative and design a space around our lifestyle.”

CASE STUDY

PICTURE 
PERFECT

Ed and Beth Peers have transformed a 

dull 1960s house into a contemporary 

home that enhances everyday life inspired 

by Japanese and Scandinavian design.
Story: Debbie Jeffery  Photography: Mark Hazeldine

HOMES Extension & remodel

Exterior
Black-painted 
render, cedar 
cladding 
and black 
aluminium 
windows have 
transformed 
the front 
elevation.

In brief 
Project 
Extension 
and remodel
in Woking 

Cost 
£402,000

Spent 
£105,000 
+ £40,000 
on garden 
and drive

Worth 
£600,000+
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Living 
space
Concreate’s 
Natural Grey 
concrete 
panels and 
Smoke White 
Oak wood 
flooring forms 
a seamless 
floor in the 
extended 
sitting room. 
Concreate 
wall panels, 
also in Natural 
Grey, create 
a feature TV 
wall with an 
industrial 
edge, and the 
remainder 
of the walls 
are clad in 
Douglas 
fir-faced ply 
sheets with 
a 10mm 
shadow gap 
between 
the boards. 

HOMES Extension & remodel

Ed’s top tip
“Explore non-standard finishes and opt for natural 
materials to provide a tactile environment and 
desired feel. Imagine living in the house to envisage 
how you will use it throughout the day.”
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“I travel a lot with my work and have always 
loved Japanese and Scandinavian design.”

An integral garage was taking up valuable living 
space at entrance level, and the lower ground floor 
sitting room and study were confined and uninviting. 
“It was a good-sized house in an ideal location, but 
it had been on the market for some time because 
people just didn’t spot the potential,” says Ed. 

“Luckily a good friend of mine is an architect, and he 
advised what would be possible. I travel a lot with my 
work, and have always loved Japanese and Scandinavian 
design. Over the years I’ve collected images of different 
spaces – anything from cafes to hotel lobbies – and many 
of these inspired the new layout and interior design.”

Ed drew up a detailed brief, including the use 
of timber cladding both inside and outside the 

Kitchen
A feature wall 
of timber was 
inspired by 
a picture of a 
Russian house, 
with vertical 
slatted strips of 
whitewashed 
pine in two 
widths nailed 
to horizontal 
recessed 
black-painted 
battens.
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house. Planning permission was granted for the 
proposed changes, which involved converting the 
integral garage into kitchen space and building a 
sitting room extension out into the rear garden.

Externally, the existing brickwork would be clad in a 
combination of black-painted render and vertical open-
board cedar cladding, with new black aluminium windows 
installed throughout – completely changing and updating 
the outer appearance of the house. Only the existing roof 
would remain untouched. “We’re fortunate that there’s no 
predominant architectural style in our street – they’re all 
very different, with a whole mixture of facades,” says Ed. 
“We were able to gain planning permission really easily, 
partly because our house was so ugly in the first place.” 

Beth, a research midwife, and Georgia - now five 
- moved in to live with Ed’s parents nearby while Ed 
camped out in the house throughout the build. “I was 
worried about security, as there was easy access once 
the windows and garage door had been taken out,” he 
says. “It also helped living on site, because once the 
builders had left at the end of the day I could visualise 
space and make decisions on the final finish and detail.”

A builder friend and his team completely gutted 
the interior, removing internal walls between 
the entrance hallway, cramped dining room and 
former garage. Structural steel beams were then 
concealed within the existing floor structure. 

In the new kitchen/diner, a larger window opening 
was formed at the rear of the house, supported by a 
steel lintel to the structural engineer’s design. The old 
garage floor was replaced with an insulated concrete 
floor, and the former kitchen was converted into a 
play area/boot room and a separate WC/utility. 

Coffee 
station
A designated 
coffee station 
was created 
to the front of 
the kitchen, 
where a 
window with 
a deep sill 
overlooks 
the olive tree 
outside.



22 OCTOBER 2017 SelfBuild & Design

HOMES Extension & remodel

“We had a new gas central heating system 
installed, and the whole house was rewired and 
re-plumbed,” says Ed. “There’s hardly anything left 
of the original interior, but as our initial budget was 
around £75,000 it wouldn’t have been possible to 
build a brand new house of this size from scratch.”

Deep foundations were hand dug in the sandy 
soil by the builders, and 300mm wide concrete 
blockwork walls built to create the rear extension, 
which is roofed in an EPDM rubber membrane. 
A Japanese rock garden has been created on this 
roof, which is visible from the kitchen window.

Externally, the extension and front gable wall 
have been faced with vertical rain-screen cedar 
cladding, and all internal and external timber is 
coated with a fire retardant. “Once the external 
cladding had weathered a little we oiled it to 
preserve the silver colour,” Ed explains.

Walls were moved on the first floor, new 
sanitaryware fitted and windows replaced with the 
same composite aluminium/timber frames that 
have been installed throughout the house.  “We 
changed the layout and rearranged doors on the top 
floor, because previously you had to walk through 
a shower room to reach the guest bedroom,” says 
Ed. “We also decided to create a big walk-in shower 
in the main bathroom, which we prefer to baths.”

The main build took six months to complete, 
but then the builders were contracted to leave for 
another job and returned sporadically for several 
weeks in order to complete the finishes. “It ended up 
being a lot more work than anyone had anticipated, 
mainly because of the level of detailing,” says Ed. 
“Anything non-standard takes a bit of time.”

Ed originally wanted a poured, polished concrete 
floor, but realised that this would only be possible 
on the lower ground floor due to the weight-
bearing issues of using concrete on upper levels. 
“Then I saw Concreate’s floor and wall panels 
featured in a magazine,” he says. “I was intrigued, 
did a bit of research and realised that the product 
was perfect. Our builders had never used this type 
of flooring before and were initially apprehensive, 
but found it really easy to work with.”

In detail
PROJECT
Architect Modern Vernacular Orientated 
Architecture: mvoa.uk
Builder Ascentia Consultant: info@ascentia.pro  
Garden designer Greenlinesdesign Ltd: 
greenlinesdesign.co.uk 

STRUCTURE
Glass sliding doors Sunflex UK: sunflexuk.co.uk
Windows Velfac: velfac.co.uk
Partition walls Gyproc Soundbloc

FIXTURES AND FITTINGS
Concrete floors Concreate: concreate.net
Kitchen Ikea: ikea.com
Sanitaryware Duravit: duravit.co.uk
Flooring supply Past and Present Flooring: 
pastpresentwoodflooring.co.uk
Geotextile Terram: terram.com
Electrician Arthur Hunt: threecore.co.uk
Plumber CTS Contracts: ctscontractsltd.co.uk
Interior finish plywood Specialised Planel 
Products: specialisedpanels.co.uk

THE FLOORPLAN
The extended lower ground floor contains a sitting room and office area. At entrance 
level is an open-plan kitchen/diner, a boot room/play area and cloakroom/utility, 
and on the top floor there are three bedrooms, an en suite and a bathroom.

Before
An integral garage, two-tone brickwork and ugly plastic 
windows made the front façade of the house uninviting.

Study
Ed’s open-plan study area at one end of the sitting room faces the 
new sliding doors, where a fixed side panel forms a glazed corner.

Ground floor

Previous floorplan

First floor

Lower
ground
floor
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Bathroom
The tiled family 
bathroom was 
reconfigured 
with a large 
walk-in shower 
and wall-hung 
sanitaryware. 

Bedroom
Natural wood 
window 
frames were 
chosen for 
bedrooms, and 
whitewashed 
OSB has 
been used 
for flooring. 



26 OCTOBER 2017 SelfBuild & Design

“It’s the little details which really make the house a joy to live in.”
Ed chose to lay the concrete floor panels in part of 

the lower ground floor sitting room, with Concreate’s 
smoke oak panels specified for the remainder – 
subtly zoning the seating area. An oak top layer is 
bonded to the same mineral cement base used for 
all Concreate floor panels, which unlike standard 
wood flooring requires no expansion gaps. 

“The plywood panels we’ve used on the walls 
give the room a warm and inviting atmosphere, 
and provide a contrast to the grey concrete 
floors,” Ed explains. “I’d noticed plywood in 
other buildings I’d visited, and we absolutely love 
that room now because it has a cabin feel.”

When it came to the connecting stairs between 
the lower and upper ground floor levels, Ed was able 
to use Concreate stair nosing to clad the existing 
staircase – staying true to his simple palette of natural 
materials for a cohesive effect. Tongue-and-groove 
OSB has been used for the upper staircase, with 
whitewashed OSB laid as flooring in bedrooms.

“Whist the builder managed trades and 
the general construction, I was hands-on in 
researching and ordering materials that provided 
the finish to the project,” says Ed. “Getting the 
small details right were really important to me, 
and I was lucky because Beth was happy to let 
me have a virtually free hand with the design.”

Six months after the house was complete the 
couple turned their attention to landscaping the 
front and rear gardens as well as reconfiguring the 
driveway – a lengthy and expensive process, which 

involved specifying industrial materials such as 
board-formed concrete and rusted Corten steel. 

In the rear garden the existing paving was removed 
and a new patio built with concrete seating and a 
fire pit. At the front, a huge piece of granite and 
Japanese forest grass create an Oriental-style garden.

 “Instead of a deciduous Acer we planted 
an evergreen olive tree in front of the kitchen 
window, which gives us privacy throughout 
the year,” says Ed. “It’s the little details which 
really make the house a joy to live in.”

HOMES Extension & remodel

The final word
What was  the high point? 
Dreaming about, and designing a 
comfortable and peaceful home that 
enhances our lifestyle; and then seeing 
it evolve through to completion.

…and the low point?
The project took longer and cost more 
than we’d planned, mainly because 
of the difficulty in constructing the 
board-formed concrete retaining 
wall in the rear garden and also level 
of detail throughout the build.

The best buy?
Using T&G OSB for cladding walls 
and floors was an cost effective way 
of achieving the desired finish, as 
was fitting Ikea kitchen cabinets 
and worktops, which have been 

used to wrap around the whole 
room and form bench seating. 

…and the biggest extravagance?
One of the big overspends was the 
bathrooms – we spent a lot more 
than we thought originally planned 
on sanitaryware with concealed 
fittings. Our garden landscaping and 
driveway was another extravagance 
and cost £40,000 to complete.

Rear aspect
To the rear the 
sloping site 
drops down, 
accommodating a 
lower ground floor 
level. A cedar-clad 
extension now 
opens through 
sliding glass doors 
into the heavily 
landscaped garden.


